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Speaker, &' ‘distinguished, . courageous -

" Marine Corps yeteran has provided at

fist-hand ‘report of the -
South Viethamy, -
D, Hitle, U..8. Marine

“that the United
mrunist i1 we do
rafe straggle for
nsidéred:by many -
the control of

southeast Asfu.:. "

- Mr, Speaker, und
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I hereby ingeit! his repo

Hon. L. MENDrr, R) S
Chairman, Subcomniti : vh
ices Coinmiilter.” U.8.: House: of Repie-
sentatives, Weshington; DO .: = .
Desr M. CHAIRMAN ; Thi& 18 In responseé to
your request that I provide you'with s few
of my observations of the situation In Houth
Vietnam... Thesé, ohsorvations, ‘a8 you will -
recall, ‘mre’based  upon; my: recont: visit to
South. Vietiiam, ompany with Mz, Joseph .-
Lombarda, fellor ‘Vice Commander-in-Chief
of the Veteratis ‘of Pureign Wars of the United-

. States. On ‘thebasia'of. my - observations
both In Salgén-and in -the outer country
areg, and a8’ 4 result”of my eonversations
with Unlted "States and 8outh Vietnamesc
military persounel and atvilinns, 1t 13 my Ainn
Impression that tho tlde has beguu to turn
in our favor in thig bitter war in.Bouth Viet-
nam. If the United Stales does not falter
in the stretch, we cen win this &truggle, and
it 18 n struggle which we cannot, from the
standpolnt of sheer natfonal security, ufford

to lose, . i R
It ts evident that the tremendous effort
Over the past couple of yeara by the Upited
Btates and by the Bouth Vietnaniese Govern.
ment of President Dieni has reached the
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~in a most satisfactory manner and in gome

-the Reds with promiees and inducémer
‘because of their importance in the ultima
¢ Diem government iu increasingly large nuny

- of  President Diem's: gavernment, with U8

7 with' Red -‘infltratlon routes along th

‘.matural gucrrilia fightere. Although many o
~them have hunted only with a croas }
. they respond qulckly, as was evident durf
-our visit to o Montagnard tratning base;’

" genuinely serlous setback for the Reds,.

trategic hamlets. These, I would lke )
polnt out, were not in the Balgon are
where the most Immediate results might be
expected but rather in the forested high
plateau country. The strateglc hamlet pro
gram T was rellably {informed, Ling progressod

arcas 15 aimoat 90 percent completed, This
represents a most significant achlevement o
the part of President Diem's gavernment, .
I might mention also that one of the most
significant and potentially declsive develop-
ments in- South Vietnam has been the rela.
tively recent swing of the Montagnard tribes’
to the pro-U.S. government of Presldent
Diem. The Moutagnard’s are an aborigine—
probably Malay—derivation people, totaling'
betwezn probably 400,000 or 600,000, -tn-
habiting the high plateau forest area, slong
the Laotlan and Cambodian - borderii”, of
Bouth Vietnam, - c S 1
These Montagnurds bave been wooed by

outcome . of thig. struggle, However, tiy
Montagnerds are glving their support to th)

tolift water a few feet from a small atream
irrigate  the. vVegatable -gardens. and
i'groves, “Buch, ingénuity and eincere
ferest. on the part of the U.8. personnel.
Jcad of tlie contrlbutions which our forces
\Beking both’in-specific military matters
11 as in:eodbomic and soclal. endeay

bers. There are two reasouns for this: Tha}
terrorist tastics of the Reds: have boom- 5‘
eranged;: and the farsightad sound policies.

ndvice and assistance, are gaining the con
fidence snd nllegiance of the Montagnards.
~These tribesmen are intimately acqualnted

Laotian -and Cambodian borders. They ar
i ' performed 1 1.1 Judge
g ien correctly, they. bhave no re-
those who. are urging “bring our
%+ from Bouth Vietnam, * Otr mill-
AN ' there know'the importance of.
Wl hel\yre dolng, the necessity, from the
tara0in\el U8, securtty and thst of the
reeg ¥orkd A winning this war, 'and are effec
\ the Job of gaiiing. this

bow,,
g

modern weapons and military organizatio
Thelr support of the anti-Communist go
ernment of Prostdent Diem constitutes:

One of the most Interesting but not su
prising aspects of what s golng on in Séwti
Vietnum is the truly magnificent service be
ing performed by the US. Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, and Alr Force pereonnel in.-
trgt-area, .

sifc, ol course, to recognize
A t{de:1s beginning to turn

i Vistnany, the roat to:

\ B¢ a-long, lahorious, and

o R %1 1.3 or-instance, the South
I was’ particularly  impressed by the > o B S
erthuslasm, tireless efforts, and high luelt';%'1 s e lO.poo.ouuul.ltleq.v

of ‘professlonal competence of the military

advisory team No. 33 which we vislted in } casualtles. v

v ‘my observations.

343 Me Thuct. This i an area of the prim. ¥ Ko f
ithe Montagnarda tribes, and one in which “ ' ‘Pthe? Q:gltk:gf ﬁﬂ“u'-ﬁ
thu: guerriila warfare ts bitter, To U.S mm,-‘g ’f: pmia\ ': ¢ g'Pm
Wy personnel, who are Hving under atisie e - “ihe trer u’» %,:“ mm“ 1 be-
siabdards, have gatned the confidence ¢ % ””‘.,f,‘m“' “cl ':!mthat 'u“
Bl the South Vietnaniese regulars suud the J a"‘ e lw °‘i‘§ ude ‘th Viote
Mootagnards. For instance, one of the U3 F¥E N-2rny ugdl ort in 510“ In that’
A0y advisers working with Montupiare . }ﬂ',? A% “m“,‘::t;“g::r‘:a%

lud onstructed & bamboo waterwhee, s :ie :i‘ e arsistance to

tevel, but very important local agric:og, | ,
1cteol.  As rudimentary as this iouove $3F
thiarwheel is, it 18 & completoly netw i v P
311 e Montagnerds, who marvel at jin g’ N
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